i PRESBY-NOTES

It'is the mission of First Presbyterian Church of Beatrice to know Christ, to make
Christ known, and to exhibit Christ’s love through worship, education, and service.

' And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”
—Colossians 3:17 (NRSVUE)

August has a way of reminding
us that life 1s full.

For some, the month is filled
with children’s sports practices,
and tournaments, for others play
practice and performances. Others
are enjoying family vacations, per-
sonal excursions and making
memories that will be treasured for
years to come. Many children also
spent part of their summer at Va-
cation Bible School, while others
are squeezing in one last trip be-
fore school begins.

Gardeners are gathering the
fruits of months of work, and
grandparents are happily filling the
bleachers or welcoming family
home for a visit. Before long,
backpacks will be packed, class-
rooms will come alive once again,
and another school year will begin.

This summer, our Vacation Bi-
ble School children reminded us of
that very truth. Their theme, Road
Trip, celebrated God's promise
from Joshua 1:9: "The Lord your
God 1s with you wherever you go."
Whether they were learning Bible
stories, visiting ministry partners
in our community, or building bal-
loon-powered cars, they discov-
ered that God travels with us on
every journey.

It would be easy to see these
activities as interruptions to our
spiritual lives—as if “‘church’ hap-

pens on Sunday morning and “‘real
life” happens the rest of the week.

The Apostle Paul offers a dif-
ferent vision.

“Whatever you do...”

Those three words remind us
that faith is not confined to a sanc-
tuary. Following Christ is not
simply something we do during
worship or Bible study. It is a way
of living that accompanies us
wherever we go.

That means Christ is present in
the ordinary moments of August.
He is with us as we cheer from the
sidelines, travel down unfamiliar
roads, pull weeds from the garden,
prepare children for another school
year, share meals around the table,
or enjoy conversations on the
porch after the sun begins to set.
The ordinary moments of our lives
become opportunities to give

tend patience, and to reflect the
love of Christ.

Perhaps that is one of the great-
est gifts of our faith. We do not
have to leave everyday life behind
to find God. Instead, we discover
that God has already gone ahead of
us into it.

As summer gives way to au-
tumn, I encourage you to enjoy
every gift this season brings. Cele-
brate the games, the vacations, the
gardens, the laughter of children,
and the quiet moments that often
pass unnoticed. And i the midst
of it all, remember Paul’s words:

“Whatever you do, in word or
deed, do everything in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.”

May this August be filled not
only with busy schedules, but with
grateful hearts that recognize
God’s presence in every ordinary
day.
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PRAYERS: Verna Tubbs; Connie Dake; Diane Mayer;
Gayle Eskra; Gary Higgins; and Jerry Milke.

Also: Shannon Fanning; Imogene Johnson Samantha Daake 1

(Connie Dake’s sister); Norma Mitschler (Frank’s sister); Jesse Bolli

Janet Parde; Alyssa Lock (Kristin Jurgens' granddaughter):

and Jodee Bolli (Jesse & Betsy’s sister-in-law). Case Fossler 6
Lynn Carothers 12

Our sympathy is with Bob Person and family on the death .

of Janyce, who passed away Friday July 10. Bob and Janyce Connie Dake 13

were longtime members of First Church. Que Farley-Martin 13

Our sympathy is also with the family and friends of Bryce Milke 14

Maxine Arneal who passed away Saturday, July 11. Adeline Bolli 22
Connie Harmon 29

Our sympathy is also with the family and friends of
Richard Scheideler who passed away Friday, July 17.

Our sympathy is also with the family and friends of
Avis Brinkman who passed away Wednesday, July 22.

Join us for worship
with the Homestead
Harmonizers
on Aug. 9 at 10:30 a.m.
and stay for lunch!

Join us at Warren’s Table
on Sept. 1 from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Talk to Julie Hay if you can bring
a food item to share.




Flat John Witherspoon accompanies members




For three days this summer, First
Presbyterian Church welcomed chil-
dren on a memorable “Road Trip”
during Vacation Bible School.
Through Bible stories. hands-on ac-
tivities, local adventures, and service
projects. participants discovered an
important truth that applies wherever
life leads: God is always with us.

The theme verse for the week
came from Joshua 1:9:

“Be strong and courageous. Do
not be frightened or dismayed, for the
Lord your God is with you wherever
you go.”

Each day focused on a different
joumney from Scripture and a different
reminder of God’s faithful presence.

On Monday, the children traveled
alongside Abraham and Sarah,
learning that God is with us on the
journey. They also took a field trip to
the P.E.O. Home, where 105-year-old
Mary Alice Newcomer generously
presented the group with one of her
handmade quilts. The beautiful quilt
will become part of First Presbyteri-
an’s Sweet Dreams Bed Ministry.

providing warmth and comfort to a
child receiving a new bed.

Tuesday’s journey followed the
Israelites as they traveled from Egypt
to the Promised Land. Their story
reminded everyone that God is with
us even when life takes us off
course. The children also visited the
Cancer Garden, reflecting on hope
and the many ways God brings com-
fort during difficult seasons.

On Wednesday, the children cele-
brated with Mary and Elizabeth as
they shared the joyful news of the
coming births of Jesus and John the
Baptist. Their lesson emphasized that
God is with us in our moments of
joy. The group also helped Renee
stock the church’s Little Pantry. serv-
ing neighbors in need before touring
Beatrice Middle School.

Back at church, the children con-
tinued the travel theme through a va-
riety of creative and educational ac-
tivities. They built balloon-powered
cars, experimented with magnets and
compasses, mapped destinations they
had visited, sang songs. played
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games, and explored how God guides
us wherever our journeys take us.

One activity quickly became a fa-
vorite—designing and racing the bal-
loon-powered cars. The challenge en-
couraged creativity, problem-solving,
and teamwork while giving the chil-
dren the satisfaction of building some-
thing that worked through their own
efforts.

Throughout the week, 17 children
participated in Vacation Bible School.
The church is also grateful for the peo-
ple who helped make the week possi-
ble, including Karen Schlueter, Chil-
dren and Youth Coordinator; Ashley
McConnell, who served on Monday
and Tuesday; and Taionna Farley-
Martin, who assisted on Monday.

Whether traveling with Abraham
and Sarah, wandering through the wil-
derness with the Israelites, celebrating
with Mary and Elizabeth, or serving
the Beatrice community. the children
learned a lesson they can carry wher-
ever life leads them: God goes with us
every step of the journey.



