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hrist known and to exhibit Christ’s love through worship, education, and service.

PASTOR’S PEN

Making time to ‘Come and See and FoIIow Me

In recent weeks, our worship
has lingered with two simple invi-
tations from Jesus: “Come and
See” and “Follow Me.” They are
brief, unadorned phrases, yet they
carry the weight of a lifetime.

When Jesus first says, “Come
and See,” he 1s not issuing a de-
mand or outlining expectations.
He is offering relationship. He in-
vites curiosity, presence, and at-
tentiveness. Come close. Pay at-
tention. Stay awhile. Faith begins
not with certainty, but with will-
ingness—to notice where God is
already at work and to trust that
such noticing will change us.

Soon after comes the second
invitation: “Follow Me.” These
words are spoken not in a sanctu-
ary or a retreat center, but in the
middle of ordinary life—along the
shoreline, at the worksite, during a
regular day. Jesus does not ask
people to abandon their lives so
much as to inhabit them different-
ly. Following Jesus is not about
escaping responsibility; it is about
allowing Christ to reshape how we
live, work, love, and serve.

Together, these invitations re-
mind us of something essential:
The work you’re doing in the
world matters.

Your daily responsibilities, voca-
tions, caregiving, volunteering,
and community involvement mat-
ter deeply to God. So does the
work God is doing in you.
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Y our growth in faith, your at-
tentiveness to scripture, your pray-
er life, your wrestling with ques-
tions, and your openness to trans-
formation matter just as much.

The challenge for many of us is
not choosing one over the other,
but making space for both.

This is why practices like Bible
study, prayer, and intentional spir-
itual formation are not “‘extra” ac-
tivities for when life slows down.
They are how we remain rooted
while life keeps moving. Scripture
grounds us in God’s story when
our own stories feel scattered.
Prayer reorients our hearts when
our days pull us in many direc-
tions. Studying and learning in
community reminds us that we do
not follow Jesus alone.

Whether through an 1nd1v1dual
devotional practice or a small
group Bible study, making time for
spiritual growth is a way of re-
sponding—again and again—to
Jesus’ invitation. Come and see.
Follow me. Not once, but daily.

As opportunities for individual
and group Bible studies are offered
in the life of our church, consider
this your invitation. Not to add an-
other obligation, but to make
space. Space to listen. Space to
grow. Space to let God shape who
you are becoming, even as you
continue faithfully doing the work
set before you.

The work you’re doing in the
world matters. So does the work
God is doing in you. May we make
room for both.

Pastor Divis



Grounding ourselves in the good news this Lent

“Lent was originally a season
for new converts to learn and
prepare for their baptism on
Easter,” according to Simplified
Art. “Duning that time, they
would study what was central to
Christianity. As we crafted this 3
Lenten devotional, we studied the O news lS
what was central to Jesus’ life ()
and ministry: radical welcome,

love for neighbor, care for he so good, it catches

vulnerable, nourishment for the us by surp rise

hungry. nonviolence in the face

of mjustice. At the heart of Je-

sus’ teachings, we find libera- good-Grounding ourselves in see, and taste what 1s good.

tion, love, mercy and grace—all the good news this Lent.” The Lenten season begins on

of which are meant to be very I invite you to journey Ash Wednesday, Feb. 18. Join

good news for us all.” through the season of Lent let-  us for a pancake dinner at 6
First Presbyterian Church ting the teachings of Jesus lead ~ p.m. in Fellowship Hall with the

will be studying this good news you forward. May the good Ash Wednesday service at 6:30

during Lent. The series 1s news inspire you to take actton ~ p.m.

called, “Tell me something in a world desperate to hear,

Advent Bible Study begins on Wednesday, Feb. 25

Lent Bible Study will be held on five Wednesdays beginning
ADAM HAMI LTON on February 25. “The Message of Jesus” by Adam Hamilton
' will be used.

More than 3 billion people claim to follow Jesus. But aside
from a few verses, how many actually know what he taught? In
fact, much of what people think Jesus taught, he never said.

In this six-week study, “The Message of Jesus,” pastor and
best-selling author Adam Hamilton explores six of the most im-
portant themes in Jesus's teachings, why they matter, and how
they speak to us today. The book will explore Jesus’s preaching
on the Kingdom of God, the Sermon on the Mount, the para-
bles, the “IT am” sayings in John, and more. Jesus's message is
not only life-changing, but world-changing.

O F ] E Sus Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. with the Bible Study to fol-
low.

If you would like to participate please call the church office
— and a book will be ordered for you. Also, please sign up to

bring a salad or dessert one time.




*The Youth will be collecting food and monetary donations on February 8th for Souper Bowl Sunday.

*There are open dates for serving coffee fellowship please sign up for cookies. If you are unable to

serve the Worship Committee will serve for you.

*On Ash Wednesday, February 18th there will be a pancake supper at 6:00 pm followed by the Ash Wednesday ser-

vice at 6:30.

* Architecture drawings are available for the lift project.
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Children & Youth
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Lenten Kids will be on Wednesday, February 25,
March 4, 11, 18, & 25. Supper will be served at 6:00
p-m. with Lenten Kids to follow.
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Myles Weaver 1
Alayna McGinty 3
Maximus Stansberry 6
Linley McConnell 6
Alan Langvardt 7
Jason Sutter 8
Nicole Weaver 14
Dave Haner 16
Mary Newcomer 16
Lucas Cook 19
W. W. Cook, Jr. 19
Karle Harrison 20
J. R. Beavers 21
Tompson Awnings 22
Betty Cook 22
Amanda Fossler 26

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

Presbyterian Women Lunch Bunch will meet on
February 11 at Michael J’s at 11:30 a.m.

Our next business meeting is February 19 at 9:30 a.m.
with Bible Study at 10:00 a.m. We will be doing
chapters 5&6 this month. All women of the church
are welcome at all events.

Renee Jones
Moderator

Pray
%@q:’ Concorns ‘.Dﬁ%

This past month

Verna Tubbs; Connie Dake; Diane Mayer; Gayle
Eskra; Betty Cook and Gary Higgins.

Also: Shannon Fanning; Steve Arneal; Hope Johns
(Maxie Arneal’s great granddaughter); Imogene John-
son (Connie Dake’s sister); Norma Mitschler (Frank’s
sister); Janet Parde; Alyssa Lock (Kristin Jurgens'
granddaughter): Jodee Bolli (Jesse & Betsy’s sister-in
-law); and Erin Blake.



Warren’s Table served 86 meals in January and our next event is Tuesday, March 3rd at the Episcopal Church.

On Ash Wednesday, February 18th, there will be a pancake supper at 6:00pm followed by the Ash Wednesday ser-
vice at 6:30.

We will be serving the first Mondays in Lent luncheon on February 23rd.

The Lenten Bible Study will begin Wednesday, February 25 at 6:30 p.m. A Lenten supper will precede Bible Study
at 6:00 p.m.

Erin Blake is planning another Organ Crawl in April. More information will follow.

e, ™ Pastor Jeff Collins
“Caring for'the Il”

A Freewill offeting
helps cover Food costs _
charity of the host chureh's choice.

with the remaindetr donated to a




