PRESBY-NOTES

December 2025

It is the mission of First Presbyterian Church of Beatrice to know Christ,
to make Christ known and to exhibit Christ’s love through worship, education, and service.

PASTOR’S PEN

Advent requires us ’co do somethmg that is difficult

In a world that moves fast—where
convenience is a virtue and instant
answers are expected—A dvent invites
us into a very different rhythm: the
thythm of holy waiting. For Presby-
terians. Advent is more than a count-
down to Christmas morning; it is a
season of spiritual formation in which
waiting becomes a teacher. a refiner.
and a source of hope.

Scripture reminds us that God’s
people have always been shaped in
seasons of waiting. The prophet Isaiah
proclaims, “those who wait for the
Lord shall renew their
strength” (Isaiah 40:31). The Psalms
echo this posture: “For God alone my
soul waits in silence, for my hope is
from him” (Psalm 62:5). Advent plac-
es these ancient words back in our
hands and hearts. asking us to slow
down long enough to listen, watch,
and hope again.

Waiting softens our hearts

When we slow down, our hurried
defenses begin to fall away. Advent
waiting interrupts our patterns of
rushing and controlling. It invites us
to linger in God’s presence, to listen
rather than react, to trust rather than
grasp. In that stillness, our hearts be-
come more receptive to the Spirit’s
shaping—*“a heart of flesh” replacing
our “heart of stone” (Ezekiel 36:26).
Advent reminds us that God’s deepest
work often happens not in our speed
but in our stillness.

Waiting builds compassion

for a weary world

As we wait, we remember that we
are not the only ones longing for God
to make things right. Paul writes that
“the whole creation has been groaning
in labor pains” (Romans 8:22). Ad-
vent gives us the spiritual patience to
notice the burdens others carry—
grief, hunger, loneliness, worry—and
to approach the season with gentler

eyes. Waiting slows us enough to
care. It shapes us into people whose
hearts break for what breaks God’s
heart, forming us into compassionate
companions for a weary world.

Waiting opens us to wonder

So much of God’s work is subtle
and easily missed by those who rush.
The shepherds, willing to keep night
watch, saw the heavens open with
angels (Luke 2:8—-14). The magi. pa-
tient in their watching, noticed a star
rising (Matthew 2:1-2). Mary, in her
pondering. recognized the miracle
growing within her. When we wait—
really wait—we become attentive to
God’s quiet surprises and small mer-
cies. Advent waiting invites us to re-
discover awe, to cultivate the sense of
wonder that makes Christmas more
than a tradition but a revelation.

And waiting readies us to receive
Christ— not just into a manger scene
but into our lives again.

Advent is not simply a remem-
brance of Bethlehem; it is preparation
for Christ’s arrival here and now.

Waiting is how we clear the clutter of
our hearts. It is how we prepare
room—not just to celebrate a birth
long ago. but to welcome Christ’s
living presence today. Each moment
of patience, each breath of hope, each
act of quiet trust becomes a way of
saying, “Come, Lord Jesus.” In this
way, the waiting itself is part of the
gift. It is how Christ is born anew
within us.

As Frederick Buechner once
wrote, “The extraordinary thing that
is about to happen is matched only by
the extraordinary moment just before
it happens.” Advent is that moment.
The waiting is not wasted; it is God’s
way of preparing us.

This season. may we lean into the
holy pause. May we embrace the
slow work of God.

And may the waiting prepare us—
truly prepare us—to welcome Christ
with full hearts when Christmas
dawns. Merry Christmas,

Pastor Divis



*The youth Christmas program is on December 14th during the service. A soup lunch will follow
the service (free-will offering).

*An Advent Bible study on Wednesdays December 3, 10, and 17th at 6:00pm the book “An Unlikely
Advent” by Rachel Billups will be studied.

*The 2026 budget is being prepared.
*Warren’s Table served 109 meals on November 4th. We serve again on January 6th.
*Sweet Dreams delivered bed number 99 on November 5th.

*The Christmas parade is December 6th; we will be serving hot chocolate and giving out advent calendars. St Jo-
seph’s is planning to have a nativity scene on our lawn.

*The photo directories for those that were photographed are here to be picked up.

*The next stated meeting is December 15, 2025, at 6:45 p.m.
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Brian Daake 1
Suzanne Byler 5 PW will meet Thursday, December 18, at the PEO
Matt McConnell 5 Home for our Christmas Tea. It will be from
Richard Scheideler 6 2:00-4:00 p.m. in the basement meeting room. Come
Kristin Jurgens 7 and socialize with the PEO ladies and our Presbyteri-
Colten Daake 12 an Women. All women of the church are welcome.
Randall Louis (Randy) 13
Linda Nuismer 16 Renee Jones
Hayes Engler 28 Moderator
Melissa Sohl 30

Renee Jones

SWEET DREAMS DELIVERS ITS 100TH BED

Gracious God,

You are the One who gives rest to the weary and peace to
Your children.

Today we thank You for the Sweet Dreams Bed Ministry and
for the blessing of reaching our 100th bed delivery.

We thank You for every resource You have provided—
for the donations, the volunteers, the blankets, the books,
and the faithful hands who assemble each bed with love.

We give thanks for community partners, especially Ashley’s
HomeStore, whose generosity reflects Your kindness and has
helped make this ministry possible.

Lord, bless every child who sleeps in these beds.
May each pillow hold Your peace,

each blanket wrap them in Your love,

and each night bring them safety, comfort, and rest.

Strengthen us for the work ahead.
Guide us as we prepare for the next 100 beds—
trusting that You will continue to provide all we need.

In the name of Jesus,
who welcomed the children and gave them His blessing,
Amen.




News & Notes
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Remember that the Christmas holiday parade on December 6th will go past the church on 5th Street. Before and
during the parade we will be serving hot chocolate and giving out 100 Advent calendars.

Alan Langvardt and Ardys Milke have agreed to be new session members and will be installed in January.

We will again be collecting mittens and gloves on the parlor Christmas tree for the Little Pantry.
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Children's Christmas Program "What Child Is This"
December 14 during worship.

JOYS Soup Luncheon to follow.

No Children's & Youth Sunday School December 21,
28, & January 4.
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This past month

Verna Tubbs; Connie Dake; Diane Mayer; Gayle Eskra;
and Betty Cook.

Also: Shannon Fanning; Steve Arneal; Hope Johns
(Maxie Arneal’s great granddaughter); Imogene Johnson
(Connie Dake’s sister); Norma Mitschler (Frank’s sis-
ter); Janet Parde; Alyssa Lock (Kristin Jurgens' grand-
daughter): Jodee Bolli (Jesse & Betsy’s sister-in-law);
and Erin Blake.
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Dec. 18 from 2 to 4 pm.
Loy cookres, carols,
and fellows/up
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“An Unlikely Advent” by Rachel Billups will be
used for the 2025 Advent Bible Study. The study will
be held on Wednesday, Dec. 3; Dec. 10; and Dec. 17.
Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. with Bible Study
beginning at 6:30 p.m.

This three-week Advent study focuses on the
experiences of four sets of often overlooked
characters in the Nativity story. During this Advent
season, Rachel Billups guides readers through the
themes of hope, love, joy, and peace by sharing the
stories of Elizabeth and Zechariah, Herod, the Magi,
and the shepherds. Each set of unexpected
characters has something to teach about living
faithfully on the journey to Christmas.

To join the study and have a book ordered please
email pastordorismartin@gmail.com
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Arts & Faith invites you to the

NATIVITY DISPLAY 4
+ Come experience the wonder of the season as you explore a
beautiful collection of Nativity displays shared by families and
individuals from the Beatrice community. Each display tells its
own story of faith, family, and tradition—some passed down for
generations, others collected from travels around the world.
Admission is free, and all are welcome to stop by and enjoy this

heartwarming exhibit celebrating the birth of Christ and the
spirit of community that brings us together each Christmas.

NOV. 3 TO JAN. 6

10 a.m. to 5 p.m.




