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It is the mission of First Presbyterian Church of Beatrice to know Christ, to make
Christ known, and to exhibit Christ’s love through worship, education, and service.

Living out our faith with 3 Little Pantry

As a Matthew 25 church we are
called to give food to the hungry,
water to those that are thirsty and
to welcome the stranger. Since
March of 2021 we have been do-
ing this with the Little Food Pantry
on our lawn. It was installed the
same month we voted to become a
Matthew 25 Church.

The Little Pantry has been pos-
sible because of the support of the
congregation and because we have
been the recipient of two grants
from the Nebraska Presbyterian
Foundation. In addition, the Little
Pantry recently received a grant
from Farmers Cooperative.

One way a person can help is
by supplying a certain item. For
example, Doris Martin, provides
the toilet paper. “It is easy to do. I
just have Amazon send me a box
whenever the supply is getting
low.” This, along with other toilet-
1y items are popular pantry items.

The pantry is stocked daily by
Julie Hay, Renee Jones, Gene and
Fran Martin, and Rita McGuire.
Rita has also written the three
grants.

“At the time of installation,
monthly consumption costs were
about $271 per month and now
exceed $1,000,” according to Rita.

This increase is due to offering
a greater variety of items as we
have learned the items most taken;

taken; as well as the fact that
steadily increasing prices for fill-
ing the LP have impacted those
using it and led to increased con-
sumption. Initially, the demand
was greatest at the end of the
month and now the LP is consist-
ently empty.

On Sunday, March 18, we cele-
brated Little Pantry Sunday. Mem-

bers helped unload a delivery and
then during worship learned about
how the pantry operates and heard
stories about those that have used
the pantry. We also celebrated the
ways the congregation has sup-
ported it through

* Praying for its mission

* Food/Personal hygiene dona-
tions

* Helping with unloading deliv-
eries

* Monetary donations

* Stocking it

* Building/Maintaining it

While our Little Pantry cannot
solve all the hunger insecurity fac-
ing people in Beatrice it is a small,
but important piece of the puzzle.

(above) Unloading the grocery order on Sunday, May 18, went quickly because of the
extra hands. We will start announcing these days on Facebook and all are invited to
help. (top of page) Noah Adams, Adeline Bolli and Ava Bolli went on a JOYS shopping
spree for the Little Pantry from Souper Bowl contributions.



Volunteers are needed to serve coffee fellowship sign up sheet is on the table in the parlor.
On May 11th, the youth went shopping for the Little Pantry using the Souper Bowl funds

Vacation Bible School is May 27-29 from 9-5 at St John Lutheran. Hosted by St John Lutheran, First Christian, Cen-
tenary United Methodist, First Presbyterian and Holy Cross Lutheran Churches.

Homestead Harmonizers are leading the service on August 10th.
The Summer picnic will be August 10th.
There have been requests for four more beds through the Sweet Dreams Ministry.

The next stated meeting is June 23, 2025, at 6:45pm. (Date change from the third Monday)

Women are invited to lunch on June 12 at the Legion

S 20 ) 5 PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN ® % Presbyterian Women will learn about the Birthday Of-

fering when they meet on June 12 at 11:30 a.m. at the
7/ [ a dy O e ;/]” / American Legion on 701 Dorsey St. Information on the

Birthday Offering will be shared.

4 For the Ll()J 8 your God The Birthday Offering is one of Presbyterian Women’s
" | i ;ilioiiszz:ice two offerings. Received in the spring each year, it gives
, : , women a tangible way to celebrate the blessings in their
S, - e flintyortunc i A s lives. The Birthday Offering funds up to five projects
I ~ and Yon Séd// SUY €/y Ce/eé" ALE.  ~onamrom 12 each year, in amounts of $75,000 to $150,000 each.
i i e skt . Allwomen are encouraged to attend.
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Brittany Milke 1
Taionna Martin 8
Deb Bishop 19
Westminster Guild will meet in June with the time to Doris Martin 20
be announced. Penelope Stansberry 20
Tyler Milke 23
Terry Jurgens 24

Callie Engler 27
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This past month

PRAYERS: Ellen Greenwell; Connie Dake; Diane Mayer; and Norma Jean McNamee.

Also: Shannon Fanning; Steve Arneal; Hope Johns (Maxie Arneal’s great granddaughter); Imogene Johnson (Connie
Dake’s sister); Norma Mitschler (Frank’s sister); Janet Parde; Alyssa Lock (Kristin Jurgens' granddaughter): Jodee
Bolli (Jesse & Betsy’s sister-in-law); and Erin Blake.
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Congratulations to Savannah Bolli on qualifying for the state track meet in high jump. And congratulations to Head
Track Coach Karen Schlueter who took nine qualifiers to the state meet.

Volunteers are needed to serve coffee fellowship. The sign up sheet is on the table in the parlor.

From the Outreach Committee

Warrens Table was held on May 6th, 2025 and the following Presbyterian members eagerly volunteered to help make
it a success. We would like to specially recognize Karen Schlueter for being creative with left over food from previ-
ous occasions. She created 5 casseroles. Julie Hay and Ardyth Orwen volunteered to take time out and bake them at
the Episcopal Church. They also had Sandy McConnell, Shirley Mitschler & Renee Jones help them bake their casse-
roles. We are one big happy family that help each other. The following members also donated casseroles: Julie Hay,
Renee Jones, Sandy McConnell, Ardys Milke and Carol Wolter. The cookies were supplied by : Suzanne Byler,
Shirley Haner, Amanda Fossler, Bette Anne Thaut and Louann Weaver. Fran Martin delivered garlic bread and sal-
ad. The church members that helped serve to make the dinner successful and fun were: Suzanne Byler, Don Harmon,
Julie Hay, Renee Jones, Ardyth Orwen, Pastor Doris Martin, Gene and Fran Martin, Sandy McConnell, Paige Fuller
(Sandy’s Granddaughter), Ardys and Jerry Milke, and Shirley and Frank Mitschler. We served 85+ meals.

Sweet Dreams ministry has delivered 83 beds and requests for 4 more. We are so fortunate to have many of our
church members provide the bedding and give their time to help make the beds.

The Outreach & Evangelism committee would also like to say “Thank You” to our members that helped with loading
and unloading food for the Little Pantry on Sunday the 18th. This was an event that we combined with our Church
Service to give our members a chance to see what all goes into supplying our Little Pantry. We would like to thank

the following members that helped load, unload, and organize the food: Don Harmon, Julie Hay, Renee Jones, Kristin

Jurgens, Pastor Doris Martin, Gene & Fran Martin, Neil & Sandy McConnell, Rita McGuire, Randy & Karen
Schlueter & Greg Weaver. Our pantry is being used extensively and any help or donations you give help others that
don’t have the same resources that we personally have.

We would also like to give a special “Thank You” to the Joys Youth Group and Leader Karen Schlueter for using the
money ($400+) donated to the Little Pantry during their Soup & Sandwich Sunday gathering plus the collections from
Super Bowl Sunday. Ava Bolli, Adeline Bolli & Noah Adams helped pick out needed food and then delivered the
food to the Little Pantry.



Farmers Cooperative
helps stock the Pantry

with a generous grant

The Little Pantry was presented with a $500
check from Farmers Cooperative on May 22.
™ They will also be putting in an application to
% Land O’ Lakes for a matching donation. If

4 approved by Land O’ Lakes, we will receive

§ an additional $500. In the letter notifying us
1 they wrote, "Your work to fight food insecu-
- rity in our communities is truly making a dif-
ference, and we are proud to support your ef-
forts through this grant."

Thank you to Farmers Cooperative.

Join us this summer as we learn about the

' FACES OF OUR FAITH ”"V

Want to learn more about the people in the Bible? If you answered yes,
then plan to join us as we learn about

e Adam and Eve

e Shiprah & Puah

e Deborah

e Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego

e Jonah

* Anna

e The Penitent Thief on the Cross

e Joseph of Arimathea

 Mary Magdalene

e Lydia

e Eutychus
Be sure and pick up a Flat Moses or Flat Paul to take with you on your
summer travels and then share the pictures with
presbybeatrice@gmail.com so we see all the places you go!




